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Welcome & Housekeeping

Please keep your line on mute until the end of the presentations. 

We will have an open Q&A session at the end of all the presentations. 
Please type your question in the chat box or type in your request to speak. 

The webinar slides and recording will be posted on the Conserve North 
Texas website under News/Events  Event Archive at the link below. 
Follow-up emails to come. http://conservenorthtexas.org/event-archive

http://conservenorthtexas.org/event-archive


Agenda 
̶ Welcome & Housekeeping - Crysta Guzman, NCTCOG
̶ Introduction - Eddy Trevino, SECO
̶ SAM Registration & Obtaining a Unique Entity Identifier - DJ Hale, NCTCOG
̶ Overview of Grants.Gov and Registration – Emily Beckham, NCTCOG
̶ Navigating and Searching Grants.Gov - Savana Nance, NCTCOG
̶ Application Submittal – Emily Beckham, NCTCOG
̶ Tips for Applicants – Amy Hodges, NCTCOG 
̶ Bipartisan Infrastructure Law – Crystal Perkins, DOE 
̶ Q&A
̶ Resources



Background
NCTCOG has received funding through the State Energy Conservation Office (SECO) to 
work on energy management and efficiency projects within the North Central Texas 
region. As part of our scope of work we have provided webinars and technical 
assistance on a variety of energy management, energy efficiency, and renewable energy 
topics.

Today’s webinar is supported through funding from SECO, however, it is not focused 
solely on energy related funding in response to the need for training and assistance on 
this topic.



Speakers
EDDY TREVINO, P.E.
Eddy Trevino is the Director of the Texas State Energy Conservation Office 
(SECO). Mr. Trevino is a registered Professional Engineer and a Certified Energy 
Manager with over 30 years of engineering and management experience.

While attending the University of Texas at Austin, Mr. Trevino earned the 
following degrees: Bachelor of Science in Architectural Engineering (1980), MBA 
(1986), and a Master of Science in Technology Commercialization (2001).

SECO helps public entities improve working and learning environments through 
energy efficiency. Programs include technical assistance, education, and 
loans. SECO provides technical assistance to public entities who have the desire, 
but not manpower, to improve energy efficiency. This is accomplished using 
professional engineering services for directed technical assistance and for 
providing Preliminary Energy Assessments.

In addition, SECO helps K-12 schools improve energy efficiency through the Watt 
Watchers program. This is a STEM-approved literacy curriculum.

When public entities choose to move forward with energy efficiency capital 
programs, SECO can provide funding for identified projects through the LoanSTAR
revolving loan program. Under Mr. Trevino’s management of the LoanSTAR
revolving loan program, fund value increased to $230 million with over 325 loans 
and no loan defaults.

CRYSTAL KAY PERKINS
Crystal Kay Perkins is a Regional Intergovernmental and External 
Affairs Specialist for the South Central U.S., in the U.S. Department 
of Energy's Office of Intergovernmental Affairs. Perkins was most 
recently a strategy and fundraising consultant for progressive 
campaigns and organizations. She served as the South 
Central Regional Finance Director for Biden for President and 
the Presidential Inaugural Committee. Before joining the 
Biden campaign, she served as Executive Director of the 
Texas Democratic Party. She has experience in fundraising 
and management roles on all levels of government, federal, state 
and local. She previously held positions at the Democratic 
Senatorial Campaign Committee (DSCC) and the Democratic 
Congressional Campaign Committee (DCCC).

She grew up on the south side of San Antonio, TX and graduated 
from Texas State University.



Speakers
AMY HODGES

Amy Hodges is a Principal Air Quality Planner on the Air 
Quality team within the Transportation Department of 
NCTCOG. Amy oversees activities focused on reducing 
emissions and increasing efficiency for public and private 
fleets.

Amy has been with NCTCOG for 8 years and holds a 
Bachelor of Music and a Bachelor of Science in Biology.

SAVANA NANCE

Savana Nance is an Air Quality Planner on the Air Quality 
team within the Transportation Department of NCTCOG. 
Savana assists on activities focused on reducing emissions 
and increasing efficiency for public and private fleets, with 
the majority of efforts focused on assisting school 
districts.

Savana has been with NCTCOG for 2 years and holds a 
Bachelor of Risk Management and Financial Services from 
the University of North Texas.



Speakers
EMILY BECKHAM, CGMS

Emily Beckham is a Program Manager with Legal Services 
in Transportation Department of NCTCOG. Emily oversees 
the Contracting, Procurement, Risk and Compliance 
functions within Transportation.

Emily has been with NCTCOG for 15 years. Emily is a 
Certified Grants Management Specialist. While attending 
Dallas Baptist University, Emily earned a Bachelor 
of Business Administration and Masters of Business 
Administration.

DJ HALE

DJ Hale is a Risk and Compliance Coordinator on the Legal 
Services Team within the Transportation Department of 
NCTCOG. DJ oversees Risk and Asset 
management activities.

DJ has been with NCTCOG for 15 years. DJholds a 
Paralegal Certificate and a Bachelor of Business 
Administration from the University of Texas at Arlington.



Webinar Introduction

Eddy Trevino, Director 
Texas State Energy Conservation Office



Polling
TO PARTICIPATE IN POLL QUESTIONS:

Join by Web

1. Go to PollEv.com

2. Enter NCTCOGENV444

3. Respond to prompts 

Join by Text

1. Text NCTCOGENV444 to 22333

2. Text in your response to prompts



Poll Question



Poll Question



How to register with 
System Award 
Management (SAM)

• Go to www.SAM.gov

Two-step process –

• Step 1: Get a Unique Entity ID (UEI)
•Requires some core data
•Takes 7 to 10 days

• Step 2: Apply for a SAM registration
•Requires additional core entity data
•May take up to an additional 2 weeks

http://www.sam.gov/


Things to keep in 
mind when entering 
core data:

Information Required:

• Business Information

• Entity Type

• Financial Information

• Points of Contact***

Information that may be required:

• Assertions

• Representations and Certifications



SAM Core Data: Mandatory – required 
for registration to be processed

Depending on the type of registration you need, categories of information needed to register in 
SAM.gov may include the following:

• Unique Entity ID (UEI) – assigned in step one of the process;

• Name and Address

• Commercial and Governmental Entity (CAGE) code

• Department of Defense Activity Address Code (DoDAAC)

• Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) – either EIN or SSN and the name associated with TIN (from 
the W-2 or W-9)

• General information

• Electronic Funds Transfer (ETF) information (Bank routing number, account number, bank phone 
and fax number)



Special notes when entering required 
information into SAM:
• Sam Search Authorization:

• Choose “yes” to authorize non-sensitive 
information for the entity to be displayed in 
SAM public search

• Points of Contact (Very Important):

• Administrator will receive updates about the 
entity registration and must respond 
(validate) in order to keep registration 
current.



What is verified when checking SAM 
registrations:



SAM.gov Tools
FAQs can answer most questions from situations that may arise in most cases.

Refer to FAQs for information such as:

• Staffing change – our SAM.gov Administrator is no longer employed with our entity;

• Entity Legal Business Name has changed;

• Entity Legal Business Address has changed; and/or

• Our Entity SAM Registration expired several years ago – what should I do?





SAM.GOV – Last thoughts
•Unique Entity ID (UEI) – replaces D & B Duns number – will work to identify entity across 
governmental applications (SAM.gov and Grants.gov).

•SAM registration must be updated every 365 days to stay active for the entity to be able to 
receive federal funding.

•This process can take many weeks to complete so start early!

•If you have questions – contact the Federal Service Desk (www.FSD.gov)

•Have a wide range of FAQs available.

•Have an Entity Registration for All Awards: User Reference Guide (Step-by-step guide to 
requesting a UEI and SAM registration.

http://www.fsd.gov/


Grants.Gov - Overview

Benefits of Grants.Gov: 
1. Centralize and Standardize Grants
2. Provide Secure and Reliable 

Source for Applying for Federal 
Grants 

3. Streamline Interaction with 
Federal Government

4. Simple and Collaborative Grant 
Application



Registration Workflow

Complete 
Sam.gov/Login.gov 

Registration

Register in 
Grants.gov

Complete 
Connection of 

Sam.gov & 
Grants.gov 

Search & Apply for 
Grants



SAM.gov & Grants.gov Relationship

SAM.gov

Grants.gov

Use
Login.gov

SAM.gov and Grants.gov use Login.gov for system access 

Login.gov is a secure sign in service used to access participating agencies information

Recommend setting up Login.gov username and password first 

Note: SAM.gov Administrator/Point of Contact becomes Grants.gov EBiz Point of 
Contact

• Sets user levels/access in Grants.gov account



Grants.Gov – Register



Grants.Gov – Register

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/register.html

Sign Up for Emails and Newsletters –
Help registrant stay-up-to-date on 
opportunities.

Add Individual Applicant Profile-
Allows registrant to apply for opportunities.

Add Organization Applicant Profile –
Allows registrant to apply for opportunities 
on behalf of an organization.

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/register.html


Grants.Gov – Register



Grants.Gov – Register



Grants.Gov – Register



Grants.Gov – Register



New User will get email with link to login

Without existing SAM.gov/Login.gov 
account:
• User will have to setup a separate login 

for Login.gov
• Password cannot be the same as 

Grants.gov, will require user to have to 
reset password for Grants.gov

With existing SAM.gov/Login.gov account:
• User will enter Login.gov password

Grants.Gov – Register
Connecting Login.gov & Grants.gov



Use Grants.gov login 
and password
to link Login.gov and 

Grants.gov 
account 

One-time process step

Grants.Gov – Register
Connecting Login.gov & Grants.gov



Grants.Gov – Register



Grants.gov – Register
Changing Individual to Organizational Account

My Account > Manage Profiles

Select “New Profile” Option

Enter Data > Save 
• UEI
• Profile Name (Company)
• Job Title

Ebiz POC will need to assign User Roles



Grants.gov – Register
Changing Individual to Organizational Account

My Account > Manage Profiles



Grants.Gov – Getting Started 

1. Register with Grants.gov 
2. Learn about Grants.gov 
3. Determine Eligibility for Federal Financial Assistance Opportunities 
4. Search for Federal Financial Assistance Opportunities 
5. What to Look for in Federal Financial Assistance Opportunities 
6. Applying for the Federal Financial Assistance Opportunities and Utilizing 

Workspace

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/register.html
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/learn-grants.html
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/learn-grants/grant-eligibility.html
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/apply-for-grants.html


Grants.Gov – Learn 



Topics Areas-
• Grants 101
• Grant Policies
• Grant Eligibility
• Grant Agencies
• Grant Reporting
• Grant Events

Other Resources-
• YouTube Channel with 

Educational Videos
• Community Blog

Grants.Gov – Learning Center 



https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/learn-grants/grant-making-agencies.html

Grants.Gov – Grant - Making Agencies



Option 1: Use Search Grants Tab 

Option 2: Search for Grant Opportunities Using Keyword 

Grants.Gov – Ways to Search 



Search-
• Keyword/Opportunity 

Number/CFDA

Filter-
• Opportunity Status 
• Funding Instrument 

Type
• Eligibility 
• Category 
• Agency 

Grants.Gov – Search 



Opportunity Status 

Forecasted: Opportunity is not formally available and is 
pending budgetary and discretionary spending approvals.

Posted: Opportunity is available. 

Closed/Archived: Opportunity no longer available. 

Funding Instrument Type 

Grant: An instrument of financial assistance between a 
Federal agency and a non-Federal entity.

Discretionary Grant - Typically competitive. Agency selects 
awardees based on merit and eligibility.
Mandatory Grant - Must be awarded to each eligible applicant 
based on conditions in authorizing statue. EX: Formula Grant 
(Medicaid) or Block Grants. Generally noncompetitive.

Cooperative Agreement: An instrument of financial 
assistance between a Federal agency and a non-Federal 
entity. Involves “substantial involvement” involvement from 
the Federal Government.

Procurement Contract: A goods and/or services contracts
Ex: IT Services to an Agency

Other: Varies depending on opportunity.

Grants.Gov – Filter 



Eligibility 
Refers to eligibility of an entity to apply for an 
opportunity. 

Can include City/County Governments, For Profit 
Organizations, and more

Unrestricted Eligibility- (i.e.) open to any type of entity , 
subject to any clarification in grant details.

Category 
Does not refer to the awarding agency, but to the 
topic area of the opportunity.

EX: Agriculture, Community Development, and 
Transportation, etc.

Grants.Gov – Filter 



Grants.Gov – Save and Subscribe



Grants.Gov – Save and Subscribe



Grants.Gov – What to Look For



• Funding Opportunity Number

• Cost Sharing or Matching Requirements 

• Estimated Total Program Funding 

• Expected Number of Awards

• Award Ceiling

• Award Floor 

• Open and Closed Date 

• FAQs

Grants.Gov – What to Look For



Grants.Gov – Workspace

Utilize Search & Filters to 
find application

Confirm Eligibility 

Apply 



Grants.Gov – Workspace

Application Filing Name: 
Project Title/Grant 
Application Name 
• Can be edited once 

workspace is setup



Grants.Gov – Workspace

Status Tracker at the top of 
the workspace

Opening and Closing Date

Assign Workspace AOR

NOFO Document

Application Forms



Grants.gov – User Roles for Workspaces

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/workspace-overview/workspace-roles.html -

Core Level Roles

Workspace-Level Roles

Expanded 
AOR

Workspace
Owner

Workspace 
AOR

Workspace 
Participant

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/workspace-overview/workspace-roles.html


Grants.gov – User Roles for Workspaces

Grants.gov

Grant #1

AOR Workspace 
Manager

Workspace 
Participant

Grant #2

AOR Workspace 
Manager

Authorized Organization 
Representative (AOR)
• Upload Documents
• Can submit grant applications
• Entities can have more than one 

AOR

Workspace Manager for each grant
• Can edit/upload documents
• Can override locked forms
• Can add workspace participants
• Can notify AOR for workspace 

submittal
• Cannot submit grant applications

Workspace Participants (distinct 
role inside a Workspace)
• Can only edit/upload documents



Grants.Gov – Workspace Participants
Add Users to Workspace



Grants.Gov – Workspace Participants



Grants.Gov – Workspace Participants



Grants.Gov – Workspace

Workspace has AOR

Form Status “Passed” when    
complete

Option to Download & 
Upload forms

Forms can be Locked
• Workspace Manager would 

be able to override form 
locks



Grants.Gov – Workspace

To print full application packet:

View Application > Request View
> Refresh Status > Download 

Generates PDF of application 
for hard copy files 

Application will be archived in 
Grants.gov



Grants.Gov – Workspace

Once all forms have status of “Passed” 

“Check Application” for errors
• Fix any errors

Complete and notify AOR 

AOR will sign & submit application

Status Bar will show “Submitted” until
Agency retrieves from Grants.gov for evaluation

Status can also be checked under “Activity” tab



Grants.Gov – Workspace



Grants.Gov – Workspace



Grants.Gov – Workspace

Search: January 1, 2021 to Current

Workspace Status (all): 
New, In Progress, Ready for Submission, Submitted, and Archived

Manage > View Print Application on Archived Grants 



• Applicant Training
• Videos
• Online User Guide

• Applicant FAQs

• Read Grant Related Documents Thoroughly

• Download Forms to Share With Staff Not in Workspace

• Attachments
• Naming Convention
• Must be Referenced by Exact Name
• File Types

Tips for Applicants



Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
Crystal Perkins, South Central Regional Specialist

Office Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, US DOE



63energy.govenergy.gov

Funding Distribution and Implementation
• Distribution and Timelines

• The BIL is a once in a generation legislative effort to rebuild the country’s infrastructure.
• Unlike spending bills in the past that have focused on short term results, BIL is a long-

term investment in our nation and will mean operating on a different timeline.
• Most programs will operate over a five-to-ten-year timeline to provide states, cities and 

territories ongoing support they need to deliver these transformative projects for 
communities.

• Our measure of success is not the speed at which money gets spent but the long-lasting 
infrastructure, jobs, and industry created.

• Still, DOE has continued to roll out funding to states and is on track to roll out around half 
of the $60B Congress appropriated to the Agency in FY22

63



64energy.gov

Upcoming Funding Announcements

Q2

June/July
• Carbon Storage Validation & 

Testing 
• Rare Earth Elements 

Demonstration Facility 
• Rare Earth Mineral Security 
• Solar Energy RD&D 

July/August
• Enhanced Geothermal Systems 

Demos 
• Direct Air Capture Hubs
• Preventing Outages and 

Enhancing the Resilience of 
the Electric Grid State Grants 

• Hydropower RD&D
• State Energy Program 
• Energy Efficient Transformer 

Rebate Program
• Extended Product Systems Rebate 

Program
• EE and Renewable Improvement 

at Public School Facilities
• Carbon Capture Technology 

Program, Front-End Engineering 
and Design

August/September
• Regional Clean Hydrogen Hubs
• Clean Hydrogen Manufacturing 

Recycling RD&D Program
• Clean Hydrogen Electrolysis 

Program
• Energy Storage Demonstration 

Projects
• Long Duration Demonstration 

Initiative
• Energy Improvement in Rural and 

Remote Areas
• Critical Material Innovation, 

Efficiency and Alternatives
• Marine Energy RD&D

Formula awards, all others competitive solicitations

And more to come in Fall 2022!

To receive updates on all funding 
announcements, subscribe at:

Energy.gov/BIL

https://www.energy.gov/bil/bipartisan-infrastructure-law-homepage


65energy.govenergy.gov

BIL WEBSITE: Identify Current Funding Announcements

65



66energy.govenergy.gov 66



67energy.govenergy.gov

Searching for all funding opportunities on the BIL 
Website: Energy.gov/BIL

67



68energy.gov

Resources
Visit energy.gov/bil for announcements and sign up for 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law email updates.

Browse Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQs)
for answers to 
commonly asked 
questions.



69energy.gov

Additional BIL
resources:

*NEW* FACT SHEET: Biden – Harris Administration Launches 
Initiative to Modernize Building Codes, Improve Climate 
Resilience, and Reduce Energy Costs

White House Guidebook: A Guidebook to the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law

Whitehouse BIL Website: Building a Better America | The 
White House

DOE Rural Opportunity Tour Fact Sheet: Rural Opportunity 
Tour Fact Sheet | Department of Energy

Mayor’s BIL Guide for Cities

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/06/01/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-launches-initiative-to-modernize-building-codes-improve-climate-resilience-and-reduce-energy-costs/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/BUILDING-A-BETTER-AMERICA_FINAL.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/build/
https://www.energy.gov/articles/rural-opportunity-tour-fact-sheet
https://drexel.edu/%7E/media/Files/nowak-lab/IIJA%20Investment%20Guide%201216compressed.ashx


Questions? Please reach out!
Crystal.Perkins@HQ.DOE.GOV

mailto:Crystal.Perkins@HQ.DOE.GOV


Poll Question



Poll Question



Poll Question



Q&A Roundtable 
Have a question? Please raise your “hand” and unmute your line or 
place your question in the chat. 



Webinar Recording and Presentation 
Slides
• Today’s presentation slides and recording will be posted on the 

Conserve North Texas website under News/Events  Event 
Archive located here: http://conservenorthtexas.org/event-archive

• Follow-up emails to come to all registrants. 

• Please email Crysta Guzman, cguzman@nctcog.org, if you did not 
register but would like to be added to follow-up emails. 

http://conservenorthtexas.org/event-archive
mailto:cguzman@nctcog.org


NCTCOG 
Resources



NCTCOG Fact Sheet
NCTCOG has published a fact sheet explaining the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), 
or the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL), which was signed into law on November 15, 2021. The 
law funds federal-aid highways, highway safety, transit and other transportation programs with 
$567.5 billion through Fiscal Year 2026. This five-year bill replaced the Fixing America’s Surface 
Transportation Act, or the FAST Act, which expired in 2020 and was extended through FY2021.

Texas is projected to receive $32.9 billion over five years for highways, transit and other related 
transportation projects. This new legislation provides Texas with almost $28 billion for federal-
aid highway apportioned programs and $537 million for bridge replacement and repairs over 
five years. The legislation authorizes more than a 40% increase over the FAST Act for public 
transportation. Texas expects to receive $3.3 billion over five years to improve public 
transportation options across the state.

To learn more about the legislation, read the fact sheet at www.nctcog.org/factsheets.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001czZ0QEsgSsPj6Y0kUd4O14eUVdeo5C_Oyr31ZQe5EQSBSEVurd1aQmn5BDP6NGr41R2ZXwRFvZr16JHTTXI0-2kAfzxk_m4dvd6E7eqlTmLSy3gm7jIpYbwA2MlWrdzaGPnPTWVJFkBa5bonriXxwe6beHRu-u7n%26c%3DZaTC1TBpcIUm5BLBZPvnmxIC52BrCZfjQpKuAHUldSSy3tuio_P_WQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DusVBDepZuBlM6YzbLTNtWDAOJ9bUbl8g3eeAjVKFbimKTNl_EMdX4g%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Ccguzman%40nctcog.org%7C14093494dae44dcc2a4a08da457858eb%7C2f5e7ebc22b04fbe934caabddb4e29b1%7C0%7C0%7C637898680452224799%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EMv%2FM4Tx3YsJ6Ngl75QpWBqCdcvK8HnP4YszHwdbgu8%3D&reserved=0


Clearinghouse of Energy Efficiency, Water 
Conservation, and Transportation Resources

Resource Types:

o Programs

o Tools

o Calculators

o Case Studies

www.conservenorthtexas.org

Conserve North Texas

http://www.conservenorthtexas.org/


SECO 
Resources



About SECO
Mission Statement: To Increase the Efficient Use of Energy and Water 
While Protecting the Environment

Focus on Public Sector Facilities – Indirectly Benefitting Taxpayers

Support for Energy and Water Efficiency Project Implementation
◦ Education and Training
◦ Technical Assistance
◦ Project Financing

U.S. Department of Energy State-Level Program Conduit
◦ State Energy Program (SEP)



SECO Support
Training/Education
◦ Energy Codes (Workshops & Adoption Toolkit)

Technical Assistance
◦ Preliminary Energy Audits (K-12 & Local Governments)
◦ Virtual Energy Audits

Financing
◦ LoanSTAR Revolving Loan Program
◦ Energy Savings Performance Contract Guidelines & Education

https://eepartnership.org/program-areas/energy-codes-2/energy-codes/2015-energy-code-adoption-toolkit/


https://comptroller.texas.gov/programs/seco

https://comptroller.texas.gov/programs/seco


FOR MORE INFORMATION
Crysta Guzman

Environment and Development Department
(817) 695-9107

cguzman@nctcog.org

Lori Clark
Program Manager

Transportation Department
(817) 695-9232

lclark@nctcog.org

https://www.nctcog.org/envir/natural-resources/energy-efficiency

mailto:cguzman@nctcog.org
mailto:lclark@nctcog.org
https://www.nctcog.org/envir/natural-resources/energy-efficiency
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